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The Secret of Happiness

(I’'m going to step aside this month, and offer you this gift from Roy H. Williams, aka
The Wizard of Ads, www.wizardofads.com. Your feedback is encouraged. S.N.)

Albert Schweitzer was a musician and physician who won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1952. This is the
message he left for us when he died: “I don't know what your destiny will be, but one thing | do
know: the only ones among you who will be really happy are those who have sought and found how
to serve.”

Talk is cheap. Beautiful dreams are for rainbow riders. Small actions, relentless actions, committed
actions are the signature of people who change the world.

Are you a world changer?

“The first duty of a human being is to assume the right functional relationship to society — more
briefly, to find your real job, and do it.” — Charlotte Perkins Gilman

Have you found your real job? Are you doing it? No?

“You're not obligated to win. You're obligated to keep trying to do the best you can every day. A lot
of people are waiting for Martin Luther King or Mahatma Gandhi to come back — but they are gone.
We are it. It is up to us. It is up to you.” — Marian Wright Edelman

In the spirit of Marian Edelman, Horace Mann challenged the 1859 graduating class of Antioch Uni-
versity thusly: “Be ashamed to die until you have won some victory for humanity.”

“Be ashamed to die.” It takes real teeth to say things like that. Horace had him some teeth.

Remember the happiness promised to us by Albert Schweitzer? Jimmy James Barrie gave us Peter
Pan, then said, “Those who bring sunshine into the lives of others, cannot keep it from themselves.”
I'm thinking he was right.

I have confidence in the words of these seven worthies because they agree with this Rabbi:
“Anyone who seeks his own happiness will not find it. But those who seek the happiness of others
will find happiness in all they do.”

Hiding for her life in an attic, the irrepressible Anne Frank said, “How wonderful it is that nobody
need wait a single moment before starting to improve the world.”

This was a buoyant attitude for a teenage girl hiding in an attic. But you're not hiding in an attic.
You’re staring into the mirror of a brave new world, full of possibilities.
Look into the eyes of that mirror.

Who will you be?
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Your Input Needed! Legislative Action in the Second Half of the Session

From Chris Barbieri, Interim President of the Vermont Chamber of Commerce and Mike Belyea, Director,
Governmental Affairs at the Vermont Chamber

“With the Legislature on a two-week recess and the session at the midway point, it’s clear that the remaining
time in session will be a marathon. There is much to be done, and so little time.

For the business community, there is much at stake. The huge state budget shortfall, both for the current fiscal
year and the 2010 budget leaves few options....spending cuts, new taxes or a combination of both. In addition,
there are energy, workers’ comp and permitting issues along with the tourism marketing budget, suggestions of
raising the personal income tax, gas tax, and rooms and meals tax. Looming before employers is a substantial
increase in unemployment insurance taxes to keep the Ul fund solvent.

The legislative process will move quickly when lawmakers reconvene on March 16th. You can participate,
and influence the outcome of the issues debated, by telling your story before a legislative committee or
contacting your representative on an issue that impacts directly on your arrangements.

If you would like to help us shape the future of Vermont’s economic climate, please contact Michael Belyea,
Legislative Director, at mbelyea@vtchamber.com, or by calling (802) 229-2293. Your personal story of how
the decisions being considered at the State House effect your business will make a difference!”

March IWOW Workshop Offered

Incubator Without Walls (IWOW) is offering a 1 1/2 hour workshop entitled “Cash Flow Management for
Small Business”. The course will be offered on Wednesday, March 18th from 8 am to 9:30 am at the Hebard
Building in Newport. The workshop will be taught by Mark Hilton, Associate Professor, Business Admini-
stration, Lyndon State College.

This workshop will explain in basic terms what cash flow management is, sources and uses of funds, the
power margins have on cash flow, and the keys to pricing and understanding contribution margin. Professor
Hilton will also talk about credit and how to work with your bank and other lenders. The seminar is designed
for Northeast Kingdom businesses that are interested in improving their financial positions by gain9ng a better
understanding of and more control over the money coming into and going out of their businesses.

Registration is necessary as space is limited. The registration fee is $25 for each workshop in the series. View
the entire workshop schedule and register for the workshop online at www.vtsbdc.org or e-mail Heather
Gonyaw at hgonyaw@vtsbdc.org. For more information, contact iWOW Director, John Mandeville at (802)
626-4867 or john.mandeville@lyndonstate.edu.

March Chamber Meeting
\ / Tuesday, March 17th at 1 pm
/ Lyndon State College
—_ (\Q@) — | Come early and enjoy a St. Paddy’s Day concert in the
&; q Alexander Twilight Theater from Noon-1 pm
- C/()\) 4 Lunch will be served at 1 in the Alumni Dining Room,
FT £ located right off the dining hall. Parking may be tight, so

come a little early so you can find a spot. Both the concert
and the lunch are free of charge. See you there!
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The Equinox Resort in Manchester, Vermont is
the place to be on April 8 and 9, 2009 for the
26th Annual Vermont Travel Industry
Conference.

Much has happened to the industry since the con-
ference was held in November of 2007. A new
administration, challenging economic times, and
changing trends in travel have forced all busi-
nesses to reassess how and why they do business.
The Vermont Travel Industry Conference has
always been a source for new ideas, fresh connec-
tions, and staying up to date on who our visitors
are, what they want from us, and how we can
make them return to Vermont again and again.
The Planning Committee has developed a spec-
tacular program that will touch on all of these
areas, and demonstrate how you can capitalize on
what you learn.

New this year is Vermont Ambassador Training,
designed for line-level, customer intensive staff at
your hospitality business.

To register online or apply for a scholarship to
attend this conference, visit the website at
www.vtic.org.

You can also call the registration office at 802-
865-5202 or email:
info@delaneymeetingevent.com.

Chamber Calendar and Newsletter Deadlines

Deadline for submissions for the April Newsletter: Friday, April 10th
The April Chamber meeting will be on Tuesday, April 21st at 1 pm at the Cobleigh
Public Library.

Lunch will be provided.

FREE Display Space at the Gateways to the Northeast Kingdom

Our local Welcome Centers in Lyndonville and Waterford are a great place to get out in-
formation about your business or products to the thousands of visitors that flow up and down
the state’s highways. In Lyndonville, they have shelving, locked cases, a bulletin board and an
easel available for displays. Call 802-626-9669 to reserve space for your information or items.
Past displays include: The Northeast Kingdom Chamber of Commerce, Creative Laser, and
Burke Mountain.

In Waterford, there are locked display cases and adjustable shelves for displays. Call
802-751-0472 for information about their space. Recently, they have had displays for Vermont
Wood Carvings, Natural Provisions, Green Mountain Coffee and Cabot Cheese.
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INCOME TAX PREPARATION

Mark S. Wilkins « LifeBridge Financial Services
2728 Memorial Drive, St. Johnshury, VT « 802-751-8754

www.lbfsvt.com ¢ Fast Preparation
mswilkins@juno.com

Save the Date!
May 20 and 21, 2009
www.vtexpo.com
Sheraton Hotel and Conference
Center

Burlington, VT
Nearly 200 Exhibitors, Networking,
Seminars, Themed Pavilions

Contact us with your ad requests by calling
626-9696 or emailing: info@lyndonvermont.com
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