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For the past nine years, | have been struck by baeh time |
mention the new year we are in, it seems (and s)Uike a science
fiction year. Ike was running things when | ardvand | have vague
memories of Camelot, stronger memories of the gtaggthat fol-
lowed. They seem to pale in comparison to theggtas we find our-
selves in during 2008-2009. It has been, at ldeshallenging time.
For those who have been, or are about to be I§idwd for those fac-
ing foreclosure, it is nothing short of horrible.

| write six days before the inauguration of Bar@tkama. |
hope you share the sentiment that whatever elbeiigs to the table,
the simple fact that there is change coming witddavell for our econ-
omy, our country, our planet. This current rea@ssieems to be more
of a psychological problem than one of liquidityknow lots of money
has vanished, but lots remains. We saw that ifinlaédays of the
Christmas season, when the shoppers arrived arvddltets opened
up. There was plenty of good news to report alad the Northeast
Kingdom. It continued into the New Year.

In addition, | rejoice that a bunch of intellewtsl be fill-
ing large and important positions in the next fatlgovernment. | feel
more comfortable knowing that THINKERS are actudiyINKING
beforethey act. Maybe I'm misguided, | just want som@pthat’s
smarter than me running things. There are consegsdo actions.
Always.

I’'m happy that Governor Douglas, who has prowebd
fiscally responsible entering his fourth term, wasactive and under-
stood the issues Vermont faced long before thosen@mists” finally
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acknowledged what the entire world knew...that veeenn a recession. | hope he understands
the importance of job creation on the state lexdl\&ill do everything he can to encourage
sensible business growth.

I’'m comforted (as a marketing guy) to know thatexdising still works, and that the
people who had the right message out there inagteguarter saw not just that they were main-
taining their business but actually GROWING it.st.enonth | said that more than ever before,
| would shop locally. Apparently, | was not alon&/e did the right thing.

Hmmm...I ledeachof these preceding five paragraphs with optimisticsings. Like
the Beatles sang all those years ago, “I've gtieleeve it's getting better, it's getting better al
the time...” It's true, but there is much work to déor all of us.

Next Tuesday the 20thn@uguration Day, entirely by coinciden¢é hope you'll join us for
the first Chamber meeting of 2009. That's a s@€iiation year, right? So park your hoverjet
at street level, the meeting takes place on thie flgr of the Jetson’s Building. Lunch will
be served, and it won’t be one of those presstamubut comes a tray with some blue fooc
thingie. No ma’am!

All best,
Steve Nichols

Winter in the Kingdom means one thing....it’s tinoe Snowflake Festival 2009! The
committee met last week to start the planninglice two week festival that encompasses the
best that winter in the Kingdom has to offer. Dages for the Festival are Friday, February
13th, where we will kick off the event with a Chaenlsocial at the Cobleigh Library from
5 pm-7 pm. The Festival will run until Sunday, Marlst, where it will end at the Outing
Club with the traditional Corporate Cup Race, Hddsawn Wagon rides and Torchlight Pa-
rade.

Something new planned for this year is a “Chowlast” to be held at the Outing Club.
Dig out your best recipe and compete for a caste@@nd bragging rights!

If you have an event going on during February ldtWarch 1 that you would like us to
include on the Snowflake Festival Brochure, pleasail info@lyndonvermont.com or call
Cheryl at 626-9696 as soon as possible. We wdmve all the events, times, places, dates
and contact info in by January 30th as we plarritt pnd distribute 2,000 brochures to area
retailers, schools and other information outlets.
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IWOW Workshop-"Inventory Control: What is it and How do you do it?”

Incubator Without Walls (iIWOW) is offering a 1.5 hour workshop on this topic on Wednesdagyya1st,
2009 from 8am-9:30 am at the Hebard Building in Newport. The workshop will be taught bgueenr
Cezar, Assistant Professor, Business and Economics Department, Johnson Bgge Col
The workshop will explain in basic terms what inventory control is and why it isus@ktto the financial
success of any business that sells a physical product whether as a magyfdistributor or retailer. It will
also provide a basic understanding of inventory control methods ranging from mastesassio fully auto-
mated computer-based solutions. The seminar is designed for Northeast Kingdwsdeassthat are
interested in improving their financial positions by gaining a better understawicamgl more control over
the money invested in the products they sell.

Registration is necessary as space is limit€de registration fee is $25 for each workshop in the series
View the entire workshop schedule and register for the workshop omle at www.vtsbdc.org or e-mail
Heather Gonyaw at hgonyaw@vtsbdc.org. For more information, contact iwOW Director Jon Man-
deville at 802-626-4867 or john.mandeville@lyndonstate.edu.
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INCOME TAX PREPARATION
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